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In Search of Common Ground:
China-EU Economic Relations in Times of Global Disorder

, Introduction L —

Since 2019, the European Union (EU) officially defines China as a
‘multifaceted partner, economic competitor, and systemic rival’. In 2025,
it reaffirmed this assessment of its relationship with China, putting more
emphasis on the rivalry. There is much, both in terms of politics and
economics, that divides, and gives rise to tension between, the EU and
China. However, in times in which the United States (US) imposes,
through coercion and extorsion, a most unfavourable trade deal on the EU
and threatens to annex territory of one of its Member States, the EU may
need to reassess its relationship with China. The US is evidently intent
on redesigning the international order in its own narrow national interest
and has turned its back on international cooperation and the rule of law
in international relations. Both the EU and China, on the contrary, still
profess their adherence to a rules-based international order and peaceful,
mutually beneficial international relations. While this would be most
desirable, it is unclear, however, whether the EU and China can be partners
in, and global leaders of, an effort to preserve a rules-based international
order. What is clear is that for such partnership to be possible, and global
leadership to be credible, the EU and China must overcome, or at least
mitigate, current disagreements, in particular disagreements on economic
issues. This conference aims to address these disagreements and search for
common ground on issues that currently divide the EU and China.
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¢ Ujal Singh Bhatia

Ujal Singh Bhatia served in the Appellate Body of the WTO from 2011 to 2020,
including as its Chairman in 2017 and 2018. Prior to this, he was India’s Ambassador
to the WTO between 2004-2010. Overall, he served as a civil servant in India for 36
years, alternating between field administration positions and policy making functions.
He has several years of experience in trade policy, trade negotiations at the bilateral,
regional and multilateral levels, as well as dispute resolution. Apart from trade, he
takes keen interest in sustainability issues Mr. Bhatia presently serves as a member
of the Sustainability Advisory Board of Eisai Co. Ltd, Japan, and as an Advisor to the
Council on Economic Policies, Zurich.

¢ Marc Bungenberg

Marc Bungenberg holds the Chair of Public Law, European Law, Public International
Law and International Economic Law, and the Jean Monnet Chair for Secure and
Sustainable Raw Materials Law and Policy at Saarland University. Prof. Bungenberg
has been Director of the Europa-Institut at Saarland University since 2015. He is a
Visiting Professor at the University of Lausanne. His research focuses on European
and international economic law, in particular state aid law, public procurement
law, international trade law, international investment law, WTO law, and economic

sanctions law.
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¢ CHEN Yongmei

CHEN Yongmei is Professor of International Law at Southwest University of Political
Science and Law (SWUPL), PhD supervisor, and Head of the Research Team on
WTO Law and the International Rule of Law at SWUPL. She has been awarded the
title of Prominent Teacher under the First “122 Talent Project” of SWUPL. She serves
as an Executive Council Member of the WTO Law Research Society of the China
Law Society and as an arbitrator at Chongqing Arbitration Commission and Hainan
International Arbitration Court. She has been a visiting scholar at several universities,
including the University of Ottawa, Bond University, the University of Oregon, the
University of Leeds, Martin Luther University of Halle-Wittenberg, the University of
Gothenburg, the University of Technology Sydney, and Washington University in St.
Louis. Her research focuses on international trade law and digital trade law.

¢ John Alistair Clarke

John Alistair Clarke is a Fellow of the Institute for Globalisation and International
Regulation (IGIR) at Maastricht University, of the Royal Asiatic Society, and of the
British Institute of International and Comparative Law. He is a trade consultant and
serves as a Member of the British Trade and Business Commission. John Clarke
was previously a Director of International Affairs in the European Commission and
was Head of the EU Delegation to the WTO and UN in Geneva. He has forty years
experience in trade policy, negotiation and diplomacy. He writes regularly for a range
of trade and political journals and speaks at conference around the world. John Clarke
began his career as an official of the Hong Kong government, with whom he worked
from 1983 to 1993.



) 2

Y I L P AL P

¢ DING Ru

DING Ru is an Associate Professor at China University of Political Science and
Law and is the Vice President of the International Economic Law Research Society
of the Beijing Law Society. She holds a Doctor of Juridical Science degree from
the Georgetown University Law School and has been a visiting scholar at Harvard
University Law School. She once served as assistant in the Secretariat of the
Appellate Body of the World Trade Organization. As the project leader, she has
undertaken key research projects commissioned by institutions such as the Ministry
of Commerce of China, the Ministry of Finance, and the China Law Society. As a
legal expert, she has provided legal support for China in multilateral and regional
economic and trade rule negotiations. She has published numerous papers in domestic
and international academic journals such as Journal of World Trade, Journal of

International Economic Law, and Tsinghua Law Review.

¢ DU Juan

DU Juan is an Associate Professor at the School of Law, Xi’an Jiaotong University,
P.R. China. She was a Visiting Research Fellow at the World Trade Institute (WTI),
University of Bern, Switzerland, and a Visiting Scholar at the Lauterpacht Centre
for International Law, University of Cambridge, UK. Dr. Du is a Council Member
of the Chinese Society of International Economic Law and the WTO Law Research
Society of the China Law Society. She also serves as an arbitrator at the Xi’an
Arbitration Commission and as a Research Fellow at its Arbitration Institute, and
she is a registered part-time lawyer in China. Her primary research interests include
international investment law, international dispute settlement, international and

comparative law, and law and governance.
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¢ DU Jun

DU Jun is a Professor of Economics at Aston Business School and Founding Director
of the Centre for Business Prosperity, Birmingham. She is a leading expert on UK
trade, internationalisation, productivity, global value chains, and the automotive sector,
with a strong track record of influencing post-Brexit economic and trade policy. She
co-directs the Trade and Public Policy (TaPP) Network and advises a range of national
and regional bodies, including the British Chambers of Commerce Economic Advisory
Council, the International Chamber of Commerce, and the West Midlands Business
Commission. Widely published and regularly featured in the media, Professor Du
works closely with policymakers and industry leaders to strengthen the UK’s trade

performance, economic resilience, and global competitiveness.

¢ DU Ming

DU Ming is Professor of Transnational Law and Deputy Dean for Research at Durham
Law School in the UK. He is also Co-Director of the Global Policy Institute at Durham
University. He completed his Chinese legal studies at Tsinghua University School of
Law. He holds an LLM from Harvard Law School, where he was a Victor and William
Fung Fellow, and a DPhil from the University of Oxford Faculty of Law, where he was
a Clarendon Scholar. He has published widely in leading European, US, and Chinese
law journals. He was a recipient of the British Academy Senior Research Fellowship in
2024. He is Co-General Editor of the Edward Elgar Chinese Law and Policy Series.
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¢ Lothar Ehring

Lothar Ehring is Senior Expert in the European Commission's Directorate-General for
Trade and Economic Security, where he works in the Legal Affairs Unit on WTO law,
dispute settlement, and general international law. His current areas of focus are the
enforcement of trade agreements and economic security (including economic coercion),
as well as non-discrimination, export restrictions and the relationship between different
parts of international law. He started his career at the World Trade Organization
(Appellate Body Secretariat and Legal Affairs Division). He graduated in law from the
University of Passau in Germany, holds the German judicial qualification and a Master

of Public Administration from Harvard University.

¢ Elvire Fabry

Elvire Fabry is Director “Trade and Economic Security” and Rapporteur of the
Working Group on EU-China relations at the Jacques Delors Institute, Paris. Dr Fabry
serves on the Board of CEPII, a leading French center for research and expertise on
the world economy, on the Policy Advisory Committee of the German Marshall Fund
of the United States (GMF) in Paris, on the Scientific Council of the Elcano Royal
Institute, and on the Editorial Board of the journal Futuribles. She holds a PhD in

Political Science, from Sciences-Po Paris.
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¢ Ignacio Garcia Bercero

Ignacio Garcia Bercero was active at the European Commission from 1987 to 2024.
From 2012 he was Director responsible for overseeing activities of the European
Commission in the fields of Neighboring Countries, US and Canada. He was Chief
Negotiator for the TTIP negotiations. Between 2005-2011 he was Director in the
areas of Sustainable Development, Bilateral Trade Relations (South Asia, South-
East Asia, Korea, EuroMed and the Middle East). Garcia Bercero was also the Chief
Negotiator for the EU-Korea and EU-India Free Trade Agreements. Before that, he
was Head of Unit for WTO Dispute Settlement. In 2020, he completed a fellowship at
Saint Anthony’s College (Oxford), where his research focused on WTO reform. Since
2021 he has been Visiting Professor at University College London. He was in charge
of Multilateral Affairs and Trade Strategy from 2021 to April 2024, when he retired.
He is now a Senior Fellow at Bruegel, Brussels. Garcia Bercero holds a Law Degree
from the Law Faculty of Universidad Complutense, Madrid and a Master of Laws

Degree (with Distinction) from University College London.

¢ Marcus Gustafsson

Marcus Gustafsson works in the External Economic Policies Unit of the Secretariat-
General of the European Commission, responsible for economic security and trade
issues. He is also Policy Assistant to Mr Joost Korte, Special Envoy for the EU-
Canada Partnership. Previously, he was part of the China Team in the Directorate-
General for Trade and Economic Security, and was also responsible for bilateral trade
and investment relations with Taiwan. Before that, he was a Member of the Legal
Service of the European Commission, specialising in trade defence and WTO law,
which was also his main areas of practice as an Associate at the law firm Van Bael &

Bellis. He holds an LLM from Georgetown University Law Center.
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¢ HONG Xiaodong

HONG Xiaodong is a Research Professor at the World Trade Organization Chair
Institute (China) of Shanghai University of International Business and Economics
(SUIBE). He concurrently serves as an academic committee member of the WTO Law
Research Society of China Law Society. He previously served as Director General of
the WTO Department of the Ministry of Commerce and Senior Expert of the China
Society of WTO Studies, with extensive experience in international trade policies
and negotiations. His primary research focuses on WTO, regional and bilateral trade
agreements, with key areas including international economic governance, multilateral

and bilateral trade rules, WTO reform, digital trade, and investment facilitation.

¢ HU Jianguo

HU Jianguo is a senior research fellow of Nankai University Institute of Chinese Path
to Modernization and an Associate Professor of Nankai University Law School. He
worked for Department of Treaty and Law, Chinese Ministry of Commerce (MOFCOM)
from 2013 to 2014 and visited Georgetown University Law Center as a visiting
researcher from 2015 to 2016. His research interests cover the WTO dispute settlement
system and case law, trade remedies, and US and EU trade policies and trade law.
Recently, his research has focused on transnational subsidies, WTO dispute settlement
reform, supply chain resilience, and the Energy and Raw Materials Chapter in EU
FTAs.
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¢ LI Juqian

LI Juqian is Professor of law at China University of Political Science and Law (CUPL),
Dean of College of International Law/College of Foreign-Related Rule of Law, Vice
President of Beijing International Law Society, and Executive Council-Member of
China Space Law Institute. He was member in the WEF Space Security Council (2011-
2014), Director of Office of International Cooperation and Exchange (2021-2025),
and Dean of International Education School (2024-2025), CUPL. He won the title of

Beijing Universities Eminent Teacher in 2016.

Prof. LI has taught in CUPL international law in CUPL more than 27 years since he
obtained Ph.D. degree in 1999. His research field covers public international law,
especially WTO law and outer space law. Prof. LI has published in Chinese and
English about fifteen books and thirty articles on international law and international
economic law, including W70 Dispute Settlement Mechanism (monograph), Trade and
Environmental Law Issues under the WTO (monograph), and Space Law (textbook for

Taikonauts), etc.

¢ Simon John Manley

Simon John Manley, who was educated at the University of Oxford and Yale
University, has been a member of the UK Diplomatic Service for over 35 years. He was
most recently the UK’s Ambassador and Permanent Representative to the WTO, UN
and other international organisations in Geneva, having served previously as Director
General for Covid-19 in London, as UK chief negotiator on the 2020 “New Year’s Eve”
Brexit agreement on Gibraltar, and as British Ambassador to Spain and Andorra from
2013 to 2019. He was previously the FCO’s Europe Director, responsible for its EU
policy and bilateral relations with countries across Europe, from Iceland to Tiirkiye.
He also worked twice for the EU, the first time on state aid policy with the European
Commission, and the second on the EU’s relations with East Asia for the EU Council.
He was knighted in His Majesty The King’s New Year Honours List 2026.
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¢ Raffaele Marchetti

Raffaele Marchetti (PhD, LSE) is Director of the Center for International and Strategic
Studies-CISS and Professor of International Relations at the Department of Political
Science and the School of Government of LUISS, Rome. His research interest concerns
global politics and governance, hybrid and city diplomacy, transnational civil society,
(cyber-)security and political risk, and democracy. He acts as external expert and
consultant for public/private institutions on issues of global governance, public policies,
and security. He is the editor of the Routledge series Innovations in International Affairs

and a columnist for the Berliner Zeitung.

¢ Gracia Marin Duran

Gracia Marin Duran is a Professor of International Economic Law at UCL Faculty
of Laws. She serves as Vice Dean (International) of the Faculty and co-Director
(with Professor Eloise Scotford) of the Centre for Law and the Environment. She has
published widely on the EU's role in shaping the trade-environment nexus at various
levels of global governance. She also has extensive experience in providing legal
consultancy and pro bono advice on trade and environmental matters to international

organisations, governmental institutions and non-governmental organisations.
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¢ PENG Delei

PENG Delei is Dean and Professor at the Law School of East China University of
Science and Technology in Shanghai. His research focuses on international economic
law, the digital economy and digital trade governance. He is China’s official reviewer
for the WTO’s annual flagship report; and was in 2024 selected by the World Bank as
China’s expert for the new Business-Ready (B-Ready) project. He serves as the Vice-
President of the Shanghai International Business Law Society, and as Vice-President
and Secretary-General of the Shanghai WTO Law Research Association.He has
published extensively on international trade law, WTO compliance mechanisms, and
China’s regulatory reform trajectory, with articles appearing in leading journals such
as the Journal of International Economic Law and the Chinese Journal of International
Law. His policy recommendations have directly informed provincial-level commercial
dispute resolution reforms and national cross-border e-commerce regulatory

frameworks.

¢ Jens Hillebrand Pohl

Jens Hillebrand Pohl, FRGS, is Secretary-General of the Helsinki Geoeconomics
Society and elected President of the Society for 202627, as well as Editor-in-
Chief of the Helsinki Geoeconomics Monitor (HeGeMon). His work focuses on
international economic law, economic security, and geoeconomics. His professional
experience spans legal practice, multilateral diplomacy, and academic research. After
studying law at the universities of Stockholm and Uppsala, he served as a judicial
clerk at the Stockholm High Court and later practiced law in Stockholm and New
York. Dr. Pohl holds a Ph.D. in Law from Maastricht University, an LL.M. from
Harvard Law School, and an M.Sc. in Economics and Business from the Stockholm
School of Economics.
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¢ SHAN Wenhua

SHAN Wenhua is a Distinguished Professor of Law, Assistant President, and
Dean of the School of Law at Xi'an Jiaotong University, as well as Vice President
of Northwest University of Political Science and Law. Prof. Shan's main field is
international and comparative law, particularly investment, trade and arbitration/
mediation law, in which he has published over a dozen books. His publications have
been cited by numerous international tribunals and national supreme courts. Prof.
Shan is a Titular Member of the International Academy of Comparative Law (IACL,
The Hague), and a Member of the American Law Institute (ALI). He is the founding
Editor-in-Chief of The Chinese Journal of Comparative Law (OUP), and Editor-in-
General of the "Silk Road Studies in International Economic Law" (Martinus Nijhoff/
BRILL). He is also an expert of the WEF/ICTSD E15 Task Force on Investment

Policy, and a member of the T20 Task Force on Trade, Investment and Growth.

¢ TU Xinquan

TU Xinquan is Dean, Professor and WTO Chair Holder at the China Institute for WTO
Studies of the University of International Business and Economics, Beijing. He got his
Ph.D. in international trade from this university in 2004. He has been a visiting scholar
at Johns Hopkins University (2006), the Korea Institute for International Economic
Policy (2009), the WTO Secretariat (2011), the German Institute of International
and Security Affairs (2014), and the Middlebury Institute of International Studies
at Monterey (2016). His research and teaching focus on Chinese trade policy, the
WTO, US trade policy, and US-China trade relations. He is a member of Friends of
Multilateralism Group, Asia WTO Research Network, Trade and Investment Research
Network and General-Secretary of NITIS.
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¢ Isabelle Van Damme

Isabelle Van Damme is a Professor of International Economic Law at the World
Trade Institute and the University of Bern, and of counsel at Van Bael & Bellis.
She also serves as the Executive Vice-President of the Society of International
Economic Law and teaches EU trade law and policy at the College of Europe. Her
practice and research interests cover WTO law, EU law and public international
law. Notable assignments include acting as counsel in WTO disputes regarding the
national security exception, sustainable development and climate change mitigation,
and access to mineral resources. She holds degrees from the University of Ghent,

Georgetown University Law Center and the University of Cambridge.

¢ Peter Van den Bossche

Peter Van den Bossche is Chair Professor of International Economic Law at the School
of Law, Xi'an Jiaotong University (XJTU), China. He was a member of the WTO
Appellate Body from 2009 to 2019, and served as its Chair in 2015. From 2018 to 2024,
he was President of the Society of International Economic Law (SIEL), and from 2016
to 2024, Director of Studies of the World Trade Institute (WTI), University of Bern,
Switzerland. He is now a Fellow Emeritus of WTI, Professor Emeritus at the University
of Bern and Maastricht University, and co-author of two leading WTO law textbooks.
He holds visiting professorships at the Université de Genéve and LUISS Guido Carli

University in Rome.
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¢ Cristina Vanberghen

Cristina Vanberghen is a globally recognized expert in Al governance, digital
regulation, cybersecurity, and digital diplomacy. She is a Professor at Yerevan State
University, Faculty of International Relations, and previously a visiting professor at the
European University Institute, Florence. She serves as a Senior Expert at the European
Commission and as a member of the Al Alliance, and holds affiliations with inter alia
McGill University’s Center for Intellectual Property Policy. A former Secretary of
State and Political Director/Diplomat at Romania’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, she
also advised the European Parliament and led EU legal initiatives in Brussels. She
holds a PhD in Law from Leiden University and is the author of influential works on
cyberlaw, Al governance, digital strategic autonomy, and the geopolitical dimensions of
technology.

¢ WANG Jiangyu

WANG lJiangyu is a Professor and the Director of the Centre for Chinese and
Comparative Law (CCCL) at the School of Law, City University of Hong Kong.
He is the Editor-in-Chief of the Asia Pacific Law Review and Joint Editor-in-Chief
of the Chinese Journal of Comparative Law. His areas of teaching and research
encompass international economic law, international law and relations, and Chinese and
comparative corporate law. He obtained his legal education from law schools in China
(CPUL and PKU), the United States (University of Pennsylvania), and the United
Kingdom (Oxford), and has closely observed the law, politics, and foreign policies in
these regions. His latest book is Histories of International Law in China: All Under
Heaven? (Oxford University Press, 2026, co-edited with Ignacio de la Rasilla and
Congyan Cai).
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¢ YAN Yueming

YAN Yueming is an Assistant Professor and Assistant Dean (External Engagement)
at the Faculty of Law, The Chinese University of Hong Kong. She also serves as an
Editorial Board Member of the Journal of International Economic Law (JIEL) and a
Senior Fellow at Melbourne Law School. She published in leading journals such as
the JIEL, Michigan Journal of International Law, University of Pennsylvania Journal
of International Law, Journal of International Dispute Settlement, ICSID Review,
and Melbourne Journal of International Law. Her PhD dissertation—Improving
International Investment Law’s Treatment of (Anti-)Corruption: Towards a More
Balanced Approach—received the Award on International Investment Arbitration
Law in memory of Piero Bernardini in 2022. Yueming was also awarded the JIEL
Excellence in Reviewing Award in 2023. She earned her PhD in law from McGill
University.

¢ YANG Guohua

YANG Guohua is a Professor at China Tsinghua University Law School. He is a WTO
Appeal Arbitrator in Multi-Party Interim Appeal Arbitration Arrangement (MPIA); the
Executive Vice Chairman at WTO Law Research Society of China Law Society (China
WTO Law Society); Associate Editor, Journal of World Trade; Arbitrator, International
Economic and Trade Arbitration Commission (CIETAC, China); Member, Expert
Group for Commercial and Maritime Trials, Supreme Court, China; and Member,
Indicative List for Dispute Settlement Panels. He was also the IP attaché at Chinese
Embassy in the United States, Washington, DC (2006-2008) and a WTO Appellate
Body member candidate (2016). Prof. YANG was a WTO Appeal Arbitrator in Turkey—
Pharmaceutical Products (2022).He is inter alia the author of The Rise and Fall of
the WTO Appellate Body (2020). And the editor of The Future of the World Trading
System: Series of Public Lectures Commemorating the 30th Anniversary of the World
Trade Organization (2025).
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¢ YE Bin

YE Bin is Professor, Senior Research Fellow and Head of Division of EU Law, at
the Institute of European Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS). He
serves as Secretary-General of the Chinese Association for European Legal Studies;
and Standing Director, WTO Law Research Society of China Law Society. His recent
research output and interest center around key aspects of international economic law,
such as the EU-China BIT (CAI), ISDS reform, WTO reform, as well as recent EU
trade and investment law and initiatives under European Economic Security Strategy
or Competitiveness Compass, including EU framework for FDI Screening, FSR, IPI,
CSDDD and TAA.

¢ YI Xiaozhun

Y1 Xiaozhun served as Deputy Director-General of the WTO between 1 October
2013 and 31 March 2021. Yi Xiaozhun has extensive experience in world trade
and economics, both as a senior government official and subsequently as China's
ambassador to the WTO. He represented China as a key negotiator in China’s
WTO accession process, making an important contribution to the negotiations.
Prior to becoming China's ambassador to the WTO in 2011, Mr Yi was China's Vice
Minister of Commerce in charge of multilateral and regional trade negotiations and
cooperation. Besides his contribution to China’s WTO accession, he played a leading
role in negotiating numerous free trade agreements (FTAs), including the China-
ASEAN agreement, China's first FTA.
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¢ Werner Zdouc

Werner Zdouc was Director of the WTO Appellate Body Secretariat from 2006 to 2019
and Director of the Division for Knowledge Management and the WTO Academic
Chairs Programme from 2020 to 2024. He joined the WTO Legal Affairs Division in
1995 and the Appellate Body Secretariat in 2001. Dr. Zdouc has been a lecturer and
visiting professor at Vienna Economic University, the Universities of St.Gallen, Ziirich,
Barcelona and Yokohama, Seoul National University, Fudan University, Shanghai, the
European Inter-University Centre for Human Rights and Democratization in Venice,
and the Geneva Graduate Institute. He holds law degrees from the University of Graz,
the University of St.Gallen, and the University of Michigan. Dr. Zdouc is currently
a Member of the Advisory Board of the World Trade Institute, Bern, and a Visiting
Professor at the World Trade Institute, the Vienna Economic University, and NALSAR
National Law School, Hyderabad, India.

¢ ZHAO Hong

ZHAO Hong is a Professor and Doctoral Supervisor at Peking University Law School.
She is a member of the panel of experts for the WTO dispute settlement system, a
member of the International Commercial Expert Committee of the Supreme People’s
Court of China, and an appointed expert of the China National Intellectual Property
Administration. She also serves as an adjunct professor at Fudan University and
Shanghai Jiao Tong University. From 2016 to 2020, Professor Zhao served as a member
of the WTO Appellate Body. She acted as Chair of the Appellate Body from January
to July 2019 and again from December 2019 to November 2020. Prior to her academic
career, she worked for nearly two decades in China’s Ministry of Foreign Trade and
Economic Cooperation and later the Ministry of Commerce, holding senior positions
(director-general level). ZHAO Hong holds a PhD in Law.
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¢ ZHANG Sheng .
Friday, 29 May 2026

ZHANG Sheng is a Professor and Assistant Dean at the School of Law, Xi’an
Jiaotong University. He serves as Executive Deputy Secretary General of the Opem'ng session

China International Investment Arbitration Forum, a member of the SCOPUS

China Academic Board, and a member of the Academic Committee of the Institute

for Transnational Arbitration. He is also a Director of the Chinese Society of Zhang Liqun, President, Xi’an Jiaotong University
International Law and an Editor of the Chinese Journal of Comparative Law (OUP).

i international i tment 1 arative law, and hi . . . .
His research focuses on international investment law and comp ¢ law, and his Peter Van den Bossche, Chair Professor of International Economic Law, Xi’an

Jiaotong University, and former Member of the WTO Appellate Body (conference
convener)

work has been published in leading peer-reviewed journals, including the European

Journal of International Law, Computer Law & Security Review, European Business 9:00-9:30

Organization Law Review, Asia Pacific Law Review and Hong Kong Law Journal.

Y1 Xiaozhun, former Vice-Minister of Commerce, MOFCOM, Deputy Director-
General of the WTO, and Ambassador of China to the WTO

John Alistair Clarke, Fellow, Royal Asiatic Society, and former Director,
International Affairs, European Commission, and Head, EU Delegation to the
WTO

9:30-9:45 Group Photo

Panel 1: The historical, cultural and geo-political dimensions
of the China/EU relations

DU Ming, Professor of Transnational Law and Deputy Dean (Research), Durham
University Law School

Raffaele Marchetti, Director, Center for International and Strategic Studies and
Professor of International Relations, LUISS University, Rome

9:45-11:15
Jens Hillebrand Pohl, President and Secretary-General, Helsinki Geoeconomics
Society, Helsinki

YANG Guohua, Professor of International Economic Law, Tsinghua University,
Beijing, and former Deputy Director-General, MOFCOM

Gracia Marin-Duran, Professor of International Economic Law and Vice Dean
(International), Faculty of Laws, University College London (moderator)

11:15-11:30 | Coffee break




11:30-13:00
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Friday, 29 May 2026

Panel 2: The economic drivers of the China/EU relations

John Alistair Clarke, Fellow, Royal Asiatic Society, and former Director,
International Affairs, European Commission, and Head, EU Delegation to the
WTO

DU Jun, Professor of Economics, Director of Centre for Business Prosperity,
Aston University, Birmingham

Marcus Gustafsson, External Economic Policies Unit, Secretariat-General,
European Commission

LI Jugian, Dean and Professor, International Law School, China University of
Political Science and Law, Beijing

Werner Zdouc, Visiting Professor of International Trade Law, Vienna Economic
University, and former Director, WTO Appellate Body Secretariat (moderator)

13:00-14:30

Lunch

Panel 3: Access to and trade in critical minerals

14:30-16:00

Marc Bungenberg, Professor of International Economic Law, Jean Monnet Chair
for Sustainable and Secure EU Raw Materials Law and Policy, and Director of
the Europa Institut, Saarland University, Saarbriicken

HONG Xiaodong, Professor, Shanghai University of International Business and
Economics, and former Director-General, WTO Department, MOFCOM

HU Jianguo, Associate Professor of International Economic Law, Law School,
Nankai University, Tianjin, and Director, Chinese Society of International Law

YAN Yueming, Assistant Professor & Assistant Dean (External Engagement),
Chinese University of Hong Kong, Faculty of Law

DU Juan, Associate Professor of Law, Xi’an Jiaotong University School of Law
(moderator)

16:00-16:30

Tea break

In Search of Common Ground:
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Friday, 29 May 2026

Panel 4: Competition and trade in advanced technology products

16:30-18:00

DING Ru, Associate Professor of Law, China University of Political Science and
Law, Beijing

Lothar Ehring, Directorate-General for Trade and Economic Security, European
Commission

TU Xinquan, Professor and Dean, China Institute for WTO Studies, University
of International Business and Economics, Beijing

Isabelle Van Damme, Professor of International Economic Law and Director of
Studies, World Trade Institute, University of Bern, and of counsel, Van Bael &
Bellis, Brussels

DU Ming, Professor of Transnational Law and Deputy Dean (Research), Durham
University Law School (moderator)

19:00-21:00

Conference dinner

Saturday, 30 May 2026

Panel 5: Industrial subsidies and policy of China and the EU

9:00-10:30

Elvire Fabry, Director of the ‘Trade and Economic Security’ Programme and
Rapporteur of the EU-China Working Group, Jacques Delors Institute, Paris

Ignacio Garcia Bercero, Senior Fellow, Bruegel, Brussels, and former Director,
DG Trade, European Commission

WANG Jiangyu, Professor of Law and Director, Centre for Chinese and
Comparative Law, City University of Hong Kong School of Law, Hong Kong

YE Bin, Professor and Head of the Division of EU Law, Institute of European
Studies, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

John Alistair Clarke, Fellow, Royal Asiatic Society, and former Director,
International Affairs, European Commission, and Head, EU Delegation to the
WTO (moderator)

10:30-11:00

Coffee break
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Panel 6: Digital trade between the EU and China

11:00-12:30

CHEN Yongmei, Professor of International Law, International Law School, Southwest
University of Political Science and Law, Chonggqing

PENG Delei, Dean and Professor, School of Law, East China University of Science and
Technology, Shanghai

Cristina Vanberghen, Professor, Faculty of International Relations, Yerevan State
University, Member of Al Alliance, European Commission, and former Secretary of
State for Justice of Romania

Werner Zdouc, Visiting Professor of International Trade Law, Vienna Economic
University, and former Director, WTO Appellate Body Secretariat

ZHANG Sheng, Professor of Law, Xi’an Jiaotong University School of Law (moderator)

12:30-14:00

Lunch

Panel 7: China/EU efforts to salvage the multilateral trading system

14:00-16:00

Ujal Singh Bhatia, Honorary Professor, National Law University, Delhi, and former
Member of the WTO Appellate Body, and Ambassador of India to the WTO

Ignacio Garcia Bercero, Senior Fellow, Bruegel, Brussels, and former Director, DG
Trade, European Commission

Simon Manley, former Ambassador of the United Kingdom to the WTO, and Director-
General C-19, Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Office of the United Kingdom

John Alistair Clarke, Fellow, Royal Asiatic Society, and former Director, International
Affairs, European Commission, and Head, EU Delegation to the WTO

YANG Guohua, Professor of International Economic Law, Tsinghua University, Beijing,
and former Deputy Director-General, MOFCOM

Y1 Xiaozhun, former Vice-Minister of Commerce, MOFCOM, Deputy Director-General
of the WTO, and Ambassador of China to the WTO

ZHAO Hong, Professor of Law, Peking University Law School, Beijing, and former
Member of the WTO Appellate Body, and Minister Counsellor, Permanent Mission of
China to the WTO (moderator)

16:00

Closing

Peter Van den Bossche, Chair Professor of International Economic Law, Xi’an Jiaotong
University, and former Member of the WTO Appellate Body (conference convener)

In Search of Common Ground:
China-EU Economic Relations in Times of Global Disorder

, Directions to the Venue

Location
The Conference will be held in Meeting Room 207, Science Hall, Xingqing
Campus, Xi’an Jiaotong University.

Accommodation

For participants' convenience, the recommended hotel is Empark Grand
Hotel, from which the shuttle bus will depart. Please book directly with the
hotel if needed.

Transportation
A shuttle bus will be leave at 8:30 in the morning to take participants to the
venue. Please gather and board at the hotel entrance.

If you plan to travel to the university on your own, please contact Ms. Yang
in advance for the campus entry permit and detailed directions.
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LXi'an Weather Information _

Weather in Xi'an (28-31 May)

Xi'an is already in early summer by late May, with typical warm and
occasionally hot conditions. Mornings and evenings can still feel slightly
cooler, and indoor air conditioning may be noticeable, so a light jacket or
wrap is still recommended for comfort

, Meal Arrangements

In Search of Common Ground:
China-EU Economic Relations in Times of Global Disorder

Temperature | Temperature
Date Weather Recommendations
O (°F)

Warm day; dress in light,
breathable fabrics. A thin
jacket may be useful in air-
conditioned rooms.

Thu, 28 May | Cloudy 17°C/30°C 63°F/ 86°F

Mild and warm; layering is
still a good idea for comfort.
Sun protection recommended
even when cloudy.

Fri, 29 May Cloudy 17°C/29°C 63°F / 84°F

Warm and humid possible;
stay hydrated. A light cardigan
or wrap will keep you
comfortable indoors.

Sat, 30 May Cloudy 17°C/30°C 63°F/ 86°F

Similarly warm; dress
comfortably. Carrying

Sun, 31 May | Cloudy 17°C/30°C 63°F/ 86°F an umbrella is a sensible

precaution.

Please note that weather conditions can change.
We advise checking a reliable weather app for the most up-to-date forecast.

Lunch
All lunches will be served at the Wutong Yuan Restaurant, 3rd Floor,
Xingqing Campus, Xi'an Jiaotong University.

Your personal meal vouchers are included in your conference materials
package. Please present the corresponding voucher at the restaurant entrance
for each lunch.

Schedule
- Friday, 29 May 2026, 13:00 - 14:30
- Saturday, 30 May 2026, 12:30 - 14:00

Venue
Wutong Yuan Restaurant, 3rd Floor
Xingqing Campus, Xi'an Jiaotong University

Dinner
The Conference Dinner will be held at Xi'an Restaurant, at a 15-minute walk
from the Conference Venue.

Schedule
- Friday, 29 May 2026, 19:00 - 21:00

Venue
Xi'an Restaurant, Xingqing Palace
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, Further Notices L —

To ensure the conference proceeds smoothly and is a productive experience
for all attendees, please kindly observe the following guidelines:

Schedule & Punctuality

Please read the conference programme carefully and make sure to arrive on
time for each session. We recommend entering the meeting room 5 minutes
in advance. Any changes to the schedule will be announced promptly by our
staff.

Personal Safety & Belongings

Your personal safety is our priority. Please be mindful of your surroundings
when traveling. Also, ensure that your personal belongings (laptops, phones,
wallets, etc.) are secured at all times. The organizers are not liable for any
loss or damage.

Conference Etiquette
To maintain a distraction-free environment for all participants, please kindly
switch off your mobile phone or set it to silent mode during all sessions.

Dress Code
Panelists are kindly requested to wear formal business attire (with a tie).
For all other participants, business casual attire is acceptable.

Assistance
Should you require any assistance during the conference, please do not
hesitate to approach any of our staff members. For urgent matters, you may
contact:

m Contact Person: Ms. Yang

® WeChat/Phone: +86 198 2914 3211



